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Block off transient 
gathering & sleeping  
areas under the elevated 
portion of the Library to 
increase the public's 
sense of safety outside 
the library. 

Boulder Creek

Arapahoe Rd.

Canyon Blvd.

Broadway

13th. St.

Provide walkway  & 
Grasspave2 turf 
support for 
expanded Farmer's 
Market activities 

Widen Existing  
Creek Trail to 16'

Define Creek 
Access w/ 

Terraced Seating

Provide fencing 
along creek trail to 
manage pedestrian 
access, associated 
erosion & loss of 
vegetation along 
both sides of creek

Proposed 16' 
Multi-Use Trail

9t
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 Boulder Civic Area Catalytic Projects - Illustrative Site Plan

Define "Beach" 
water access 
points along the 
south side of the 
creek

Install permeable pavers 
along 13th St.
Install Rainstore3 
Stormwater retention

Provide Fencing along 
the Farmer's Ditch to 
control  pedestrian 
access to the ditch & 
associated erosion

Use Grasspave2 in 
treelawn areas to 
reduce soil 
compaction, allow 
turf growth and 
enhance tree health.

Provide terraced 
seating and stair 
access to the Farmer's 
Ditch

Remove Band Shell 
seating, fencing and 
railroad ties & rails. 
Regrade as a multi-
use turf area.

Restore eroded creek banks, vegetative cover and 
missing trees. Provide boulder edge along 

eroding banks. Backfill with soil and gravel 
mixture over erosion netting to restore original 

soil depth over tree roots. Reseed with native 
grass mix.

Provide newsbox 
enclsoure matching the 
Pearl St fixtures to 
reduce visual clutter.

Develop a project 
lighting plan. Replace 
outdated cobrahead 
light pole.

Develope unified 
signage system. 
Reduce signage 
clutter.

Provide fencing at walk 
intersection to reduce 
corner cutting and plant 
damage.

Provide armrests for benches per 
ADA code and a mid-bench arm rest 

to discourage transient sleeping

14th. St.



Location:_____________________________________________
___ 

Overview

Boulder Creek serves as the backbone upon which all the 
functions of the civic area are arranged.  Central Park, the 
Municipal Building, the City Offices, the Library, Band 
Shell, and the Boulder Creek Trail all tie directly to Boulder 
Creek. The creek has been recognized and celebrated by 
the community as the element which provides the pulse of 
nature within the community’s urban core.  In celebrating  
Boulder Creek we have often brought great numbers of 
people to its banks and into its waters and, as a result of 
this successful connection with the creek, it is beginning to 
show wear from over use, as are many of the facilities 
throughout the Civic Area. It is now time to explore the 
restoration of heavily used areas along the creek, the 
Farmer’s Ditch, and adjacent to 13th Street. Uses have 
also evolved both within and around the perimeter of the 
Civic Area which have created new types of uses and 
intensity of use. 
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Location:_____________________________________________
___ 

Approach

• The plan provide numerous small projects which range 
from planning and design efforts required before 
floodway improvements can be implemented, to smaller 
scale projects which can be accomplished through 
volunteer community efforts. Many are based upon 
existing grant programs which can help to fund 
implementation of the project.
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Why Choose Our Design?
What about your proposal is 
innovative or inspirational?   

The plan provides a series of affordable small projects which can be 
used to  enhance the Civic Area’s ecological health, visual 
appearance, functionality and safety. Projects are small enough to 
be implemented for less than $300,000 and some can be 
completed with volunteer effort or teen groups such as the Boulder 
Junior Rangers and the Wildlands Restoration Group.
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Response to the Competition Charge�The city is looking for creative ideas that demonstrate the following:

- Transformative placemaking 
- Cohesive mix of public and private uses and activities
- Ecological and environmental restoration along Boulder Creek
- Flood zone avoidance and mitigation
- Vibrant activities and inclusiveness for all ages, agilities, and backgrounds 
- Supportive and complimentary to the vitality of downtown and surrounding areas
- Feasible and creative funding and partnership strategies




Required Principle: Life and Property Safety

Place Additional 
Image Here

• Pursue the planning 
and relocation of  
structures and parking 
currently located within 
the high hazard zone.

• Provide signage 
indicating flood 
evacuation routes.

• Provide interpretive 
materials about flood 
history along the creek, 
current flood mapping, 
structures in the flood 
zone, and how you will 
be notified of a flood 
event.
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Required Principle: Outdoor Culture and Nature
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• Provide fencing along 
the creek and Farmer’ 
Ditch.

• Determine safe access 
points to the creek

• Revegetate eroded 
banks & high use 
areas.

• Eliminate transient use 
under the library.

• Develop unified 
signage standards

• Develop recommended 
lighting fixtures for the 
Civic Area and a 
program for 
implementation.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide fencing along the creek and Farmer’s Ditch to control pedestrian access to the creek which is causing loss of ground cover, impacting tree health and creek bank erosion.

Determine safe access points to the creek, which can be used as “beach” areas for wading or where hardened, concrete or stone stairs and terraces can be used to eliminate erosion.

Provide replacement tree planting along the creek corridor where trees have died.

Place large boulders along the creek bank and backfill with a gravel/soil mixture over exposed tree roots to re-establish the original grade and depth of soil and healthy vegetation along the creek bank. Protect with fencing.

Eliminate transient sleeping and gathering under the library bridge on the south side of the creek by closing off access to this covered area. 

Provide benches with end and mid-bench arm rests which meet ADA requirements and discourage transient sleeping.

Reduce signage clutter at trail intersections.

Develop a unified signage standard for all signs used within the Civic Area and trails.

Install newspaper boxes match those used on the pearl Street Mall to reduce the appearance of visual clutter at the library entry and along 13th Street.

Remove graphite from 9th Street bridge abutment.

Develop a lighting standard for the Civic Area and replace outdated fixtures such as the cobra head light fixture north of the Farmer’s Ditch.
�





Additional Principle of Choice 1: 
Enhanced Access
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• Pave the cinder trail 
and provide fencing to 
control creek access.

• Widen the Creek trail 
from the library bridge 
to 9th Street

• Provide controlled 
creek access points 
with stairs and 
terracing.

• Provide “Beach” 
opportunities.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pave the cinder running trail west of Municipal bldg. Widen this surface to 16’ and consider removing the existing “jogged” section. This section of trail has become a short cut for runners and bikers, increasing soil erosion problems along the creek bank.

Widen the Boulder Creek trail to 16’ from the library bridge to the 9th Street Bridge. This area is also becoming highly eroded which will lead to tree loss along the creek and degradation of the fish habitat.

Provide additional controlled access points to the creek with stairs and terraced seating.

Provide additional controlled “Beach” access which has shallow sloping grades along the creek bank and within the creek which make supervised wading possible for children.

Provide stepping stones for crossing the creek during low water times and a destination which controls pedestrian movement on the opposite bank utilizing stairs, terraces or fencing.
�





Project Implementation Approach
Funding is a critical component of any project 
and grant money is often key in stretching 
budgets. 

Flood Hazard Mitigation Grants (FEMA)-
The Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant 
Program provides funds to communities 
for hazard mitigation planning and the 
implementation of mitigation projects prior 
to a disaster event. -
The Flood Mitigation Assistance offers 
grants to assist communities in 
implementing measures that reduce or 
eliminate the long-term risk of flood 
damage to buildings, insured under the 
National Flood Insurance Program.

Our Town grants program funds creative 
placemaking projects that contribute toward the 
livability of communities and help transform 
them into lively, beautiful, and sustainable 
places with the arts at their core.
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Farmer’s Market Promotion Grants: Grants for 
farmers markets, community supported 
agriculture, to assist in expanding and promoting 
market opportunities for local farmers and 
ranchers.

The Laura Jane Musser Fund: promotes public 
use of open space that improves a community's 
quality of life and public health, while also 
ensuring the protection of healthy, viable and 
sustainable ecosystems. 

Tree Planting Grants are available through the 
Colorado Parks & Recreation Association 
Foundation. The grant provides 50/50 matching 
funds for community tree planting projects that 
may not qualify for other assistance.



Additional Principle of Choice 2:

A Place for Community Activities
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• Provide for expanded 
Farmer’s Market area 
west of 13th. Street.

• Install 20’ wide walk 
along with a 15’ 
Grasspave2 turf re-
enforcement zone on 
each side of the walk for 
vendor display areas.

• Remove Band Shell 
seating & grade flat.

• Remove railroad tracks 
and fence previously 
used for the historic 
train exhibit.

• Replant with turf for 
multi-use activities.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See Grasspave2 YouTube video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4YzKRdGX_8
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Additional Principle of Choice 3: 

A Viable and Sustainable Future
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• Install permeable 
pavers along 13th St.

• Grasspave2 used for 
the Farmer’s Market is 
permeable paving.

• Add Grasspave2 to 
13th St. tree lawn.

• Utilize Rainstore3 for 
parking and street run-
off.

• Use expanded shale 
as soil conditioner for 
turf areas.

• Use LED lighting 
fixtures.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Install permeable pavers along 13th street to reduce stormwater run-off and provide an enhanced road surface appearance which is visually similar to the Pearl Street Mall paving.

Grasspaver2, installed for the Farmers Market area, is also considered a permeable paving system.

Add Grasspave2 between curb and walk along 13th Street to protect tree roots from compaction and allow for the re-establishment of turf in the planting area between the curb and the walk.

Utilize Rainstore3 to provide storm water run-off storage for parking lots and streets which drain into Boulder Creek to reduce small storm event flooding.

Install oil, sediment and debris filters in the Rainstorm3 system to prevent oil, sediment and debris from running into the creek.

Utilize TXI’s TruGro®, an expanded shale product produced just south of Boulder on Highway 93, as a soil conditioner to enhance water absorption and retention, thus reducing watering needs and soil compaction. The product can also be used as drainage backfill gravel around trees along the creek and Farmer’s Ditch.

All new lighting within the district will utilize LED fixtures to reduce energy consumption.
�
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