
Human & Social Services
Why it’s important

Key Facts

How are the City and its partners responding?

Human and social services delivered through 
government agencies and community organizations 
help protect and support a city’s vulnerable 
populations. Effective human and social service delivery 
can benefit many other areas including public health, 
neighborhood and downtown vitality, and education. 

Each month in 2011, nearly 1,500 people affected by 
homelessness requested support services in Pierce County.

Homelessness

Single parent 
family 
households

Poverty

Unemployment rate

Percentage wise, there are more single parent 
households in Tacoma than there are statewide.

Unemployment rates are higher among most of Tacoma’s 
racial and ethnic minorities.

Nearly one-fifth of Tacoma residents live in poverty; 
families with children are even more vulnerable.

Topics
•	 Homelessness

•	 Clothing

•	 Child care

•	 Senior care

•	 Food access

•	 Crisis and counseling

Helping at-risk individuals 
and families access public 
assistances services

Partnering with McCarver 
Elementary School to 
support families facing 
homelessness

Establishing an emergency 
youth center in Tacoma
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Focus area renamed from
Quality of Life & Livability

Breakout discussion in Room 317Breakout discussion in Room 317

Pi
er

ce
 C

ou
nt

y,
 P

la
n 

to
 E

nd
 

H
om

el
es

sn
es

s, 
20

12

U
S 

Ce
ns

us
 B

ur
ea

u,
 A

m
er

ic
an

 C
om

m
un

ity
 S

ur
ve

y,
 

20
10

 –
 2

01
2.

  T
he

 C
en

su
s 

co
ns

id
er

s “
H

is
pa

ni
c”

 a
s 

se
pa

ra
te

 fr
om

 ra
ce

.  
In

 th
e 

gr
ap

hi
c,

 “W
hi

te
” r

ef
er

s 
to

 
W

hi
te

, n
on

-H
is

pa
ni

c 
in

di
vi

du
al

s, 
w

hi
le

 “H
is

pa
ni

c”
 

re
fe

rs
 to

 H
is

pa
ni

c 
or

 L
at

in
o 

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

of
 a

ny
 ra

ce
.

U
S 

Ce
ns

us
 B

ur
ea

u,
 

A
m

er
ic

an
 C

om
m

un
ity

 
Su

rv
ey

, 2
01

0 
– 

20
12

U
S 

Ce
ns

us
 B

ur
ea

u,
 

A
m

er
ic

an
 C

om
m

un
ity

 
Su

rv
ey

, 2
01

0 
– 

20
12


