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Our
Vision

A vision plan for the public spaces in 
East Midtown NYC.

Designing world-class streets;  
Creating a world-class district





Achieve goals for East Midtown that 
have been stated by the community:

1. A civic engagement process 
to prioritize the design and 
implementation of public realm 
improvements.

Our
Goals



Achieve goals for East Midtown that 
have been stated by the community:

A vision with implementable 
strategies that make East 
Midtown a 21st century world-
class business district.

2.

Our
Goals



discover design synthesize

refine

prioritize

phase

Our
Roadmap

Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3



We heard what 
qualities are 
important – and 
where we should 
focus

Workshop 
#1
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30% 
of East Midtown is 
streets 

4%
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Site



60 acres
of East Midtown is 
streets 

Site



Greenery, 
foliage, trees 
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Patterns 

Fun, Active 
Playful 

More  
Seating 

Gradation 
Changes 

Wayfinding 
& Lighting 

Smoother 
Circulation 

Flexible 
Space 

Qualities



58th

57th

56th

55th

54th

53rd

52nd

51st

50th

49th

48th

47th

46th

44th

43rd

42nd

41st

40th

39th

38th

58th

57th

56th

55th

54th

53rd

52nd

51st

50th

49th

48th

47th

46th

45th

44th

43rd

42nd

40th

39th

38th L
ex

in
g
to

n

P
a
rk

 A
v
e.

M
a
d
is

o
n

F
if

th

T
h

ir
d

S
ec

o
n

d

L
ex

in
g
to

n

P
a
rk

 A
v
e

M
a
d
is

o
n

F
if

th

T
h

ir
d

S
ec

o
n

d

V
a
n

d
er

b
il
t

quiet & retreat hot spot
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social activities hot spot

Important 
Locations

commuting
socializing
retreating



We went out 
to observe
and survey
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Pedestrian Traffic
Weekday
Weekend

Notes

Comparisons

Lexington Ave between 51st & 52nd 
carries over 100 pedestrians per 
minute (6048 per hour) during the 
weekday morning rush hour.

The south sidewalk of 42nd 
between Parke Ave & Madison 
Ave carries over 87 pedestrians 
per minute (5238 per hour) during 
weekday midday peak hours.

Northern Vanderbilt Ave carries 
about half as many pedestrians 
as along Grand Central Station.

Daily traffic indicated from hourly 
counts between 8:00am and 7:00pm
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Notes

Comparisons

Lexington Ave between 51st & 52nd 
carries over 100 pedestrians per 
minute (6048 per hour) during the 
weekday morning rush hour.

The south sidewalk of 42nd 
between Parke Ave & Madison 
Ave carries over 87 pedestrians 
per minute (5238 per hour) during 
weekday midday peak hours.

Northern Vanderbilt Ave carries 
about half as many pedestrians 
as along Grand Central Station.

Daily traffic indicated from hourly 
counts between 8:00am and 7:00pm
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42nd St

4b  Madison (east side) 
        between 48th & 49th

1b  42nd St (both sides) 
        between Madison & Park Ave

4a  Madison (west side) 
        between 48th & 49th

5c  Lexington Ave (west side) 
        between 51st & 52nd st 

6b  Lexington Ave (east side)
        between 51st & 52nd st 

Sidewalk Crowding
Weekday

Notes
Crowding is extrapolated from a 
base figure for sidewalk capacity of  
13 people per meter per minute. 

The top 6 most crowded counting 
locations are shown here. These 
not only cross the crowding 
threshhold but also have an 
average flow of people that 
approaches capacity the most 
closely

Both sides of 42nd street were 
counted at once, giving higher 
numbers overall but the sixth most 
crowded location of 18. 6a  Lexington Ave (west side) 

        between 51st & 52nd st 
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Key Findings

Spaces are mono-
functional & uninviting

Streets are used for 
singular activities

%  distribution of street 
space does not match 
street use

Low public space activity/ 
High pedestrian activity

Streets are congested 
and difficult to maneuver 
during peak hours

Objectives

Create diverse spaces that 
are accessible and inviting

Identify opportunities for 
casual  activities

Develop street and sidewalk 
patterns that support 
smooth circulation 

Create new and link existing 
spaces

Design comfortable places 
for walking and stopping



Areas of 
Importance & 
Design Hunches

Workshop 
#2



Getting In/Out 
of Grand Central

Primary 
Corridors

Secondary 
Corridors

Sidewalks: 
Activation

Alternative North-
South Connections

Sidewalks: 
Congestion 

Subway 
Entrances

Connecting 
Public Spaces



21st Century Business 
District
Circulation and 
Connectivity
Placemaking and 
Iconic Views

Our
Goals
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2

3



We can bring our office everywhereWe can bring our 
office everywhere



The new necessary 







From the telegraph to the telephone to Twitter, 
statistical evidence indicates that the creation of a new 
communication technology has always resulted in an 
increased the demand and frequency of physical 
meeting.  - inspired by Ed Glaeser in Triumph of the City

Co-working at the Ace Hotel and enjoying the free analog connection at Bryant Park 

New communication 
technology has always 
resulted in increased demand 
for physical meeting



A Grand Entrance 
to New York City1.

Improved Circulation 
and Connections 2.

Invitation for 
More than Work3.

The Future 
Business District4.
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Connected 
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Expanded 
Bike Network
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Inviting 
Transit 
Experience
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Activating
POPS

Park-let 
Program 

Food truck and 
lunch areas 

Greening East 
Midtown 

Improved transit 
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programming 

Bulb outs & stress 
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Outdoor 
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Wi-Fi 
Hotspots 

Improved drop-
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Improved delivery 
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Workshop 
Questions

What design features do you love?
Did we miss anything?

What does success look like? What 
can we measure to study progress?

1.

2.



Workshop 
Questions

What design features do you love?
Did we miss anything?

What does success look like? What 
can we measure to study progress?

Overall, what intervention do you 
like best and why?

1.

2.

3.




